
In 2014, more than 400,000 African children will learn to read  
using Fantastic Phonics.

In 2008, the USA Government researched Fantastic Phonics (an Australian reading program) in a 2 
year pilot study in Liberia. The results were so impressive that the pilot was expanded into a national 
program in 2010, and was extended to Rwanda and South Sudan in 2013.

In Australia, the program has been provided to 265 Schools 
with Indigenous children, and more than 900 schools use 
Fantastic Phonics. It is used widely in Africa, India, Pakistan, 
SE Asia and the Americas. Overall, we estimate that more 
than 500,000 children will learn to read using the program, 
this year.

Macquarie University’s MultiLit and MiniLit programs rec-
ommend Fantastic Phonics for disadvantaged readers. The 
program is offered free to The Smith Family, for approxi-
mately 30,000 children and their families in socially disad-
vantaged circumstances. 

There must be a reason. In the following pages, the top-
level research is outlined, and you can download the Final 
Report, plus view videos and multimedia which explain 
why the program works so well, both in tightly structured 
learning, and open-ended child development.

In its research, USAID found that Fantastic Phonics gave 
an average 400% advantage to the students who used the 
program, and some reading metrics (particularly decoding 
fluency) showed improvements of 250%.

Fantastic Phonics is the most researched reading program.

Fantastic Phonics has been cho-
sen as the national learn to read 
program for EGRA in Liberia, 
Rwanda and South Sudan. 

Fantastic Phonics is featured on 
the home page of the USAID-
World Bank website.

www.eddataglobal.org

With a budget of more than 
$50m, more than 700 schools 
were researched during the 
pilot, to find the best program.

Fantastic Phonics showed an 
average reading improvement 
of 200%. In areas such as de-
coding speed, children gained 
an improvement of 250%. 

Fantastic Phonics has been 
funded to 267 Australian 
schools with indigenous stu-
dents, through Aboriginal 
Literacy Fund.

The program contains stories 
specifically written for Aborigi-
nal children, as e-books and 
multimedia.

Fantastic Phonics can be print-
ed into low-cost booklets, or 
colour books. Each story in-
cludes flash cards. It is also 
available as multimedia, with 
voice and music.

There’s nothing like the magic 
of video to engage the Young 
reader - the program has it all.



 Reading     and writing
      print, video, multimedia and mobile 

Structured Phonics Learning
The moment you open Fantastic Phonics, the appeal be-
comes obvious. The are sixty phonics readers which are 
fully decodable, and lead through gently graduated steps to 
include more complex “sight” words.

But the secret of Fantastic Phonics is the engagement that 
occurs with young children. The stories are logical, short 
and easily completed, which creates a sensation of success.

But there’s much more. The stories are fun, and rhyming, 
and the illustrations are classic and humorous. Children en-
joy Fantastic Phonics, and that means deeper engagement.

Unconstrained, Open-ended Development
Children learn best when they use their knowledge to ex-
plore. Fantastic Phonics provides opportunities for children 
to engage and rewrite their experiences.

Phonics can be dull ... but in Fantastic Phonics, the stories 
are warm and the illustrations are fun. They are written by 
Jennifer Cooper-Trent, author of over 80 children’s books.

Children can rewrite the stories in their own words - the 
new ones they’ve learnt, and  words they’ve learnt before. 
This way, a teacher has immediate feedback in terms of 
writing, comprehension and spelling.

Fantastic Phonics is available in whatever platform your class has access to. Students can read the 
program  in a low-cost print format, or read colourful books for deeper engagement. Students can 
write their own story, inspired by the illustrations. And there’s multimedia for smartboards and 
screens, and video to kickstart reader engagement.

Reading
Fantastic Phonics is an explicit, 
structured program which leads 
from first steps to independent 
reading, in carefully graduated 
steps. Every child can read Fan-
tastic Phonics, and every child 
can succeed.

No special expertise is needed 
to teach, and there’s a teacher’s 
lesson plan for each book.

Writing
Literacy is multi-faceted. The 
ability to read must be matched 
with the ability to comprehend 
and write.

An image-only version of the 60 
stories allows the children to 
create their own stories from 
memory, assisted by the illus-
trations.  Their development is 
unconstrained.

Multimedia
The program includes “flip-
books” and slideshows of the 
different stories.

Children can see the words and 
hear the sounds, to improve 
speed and pronunciation. 

The program allows the chil-
dren to write their own story to 
the images.

Video
Children love video. The pro-
gram uses multimedia to en-
gage the child with reading. Its 
an easy step from the video to 
the same story in print.

There’s also digital and print-
able flash cards for beginners, 
and posters you can print for 
your classroom. It is a consis-
tent, full language program.



 Research
 Evidence based teaching 

Average 400% advantage with Fantastic Phonics
The research focused on 8 “reading metrics”. The primary 
test was “speed of reading” - the international benchmark 
for literacy is 45 words per minute, and on average, the 
program gave a 400% advantage. Some metrics averaged at 
850% improvement.

In the project report, the EGRA team wrote; 
“The EGRA Plus program did not simply increase the learn-
ing outcomes for children, it dramatically accelerated children’s 
learning to an extent seldom found in educational or or social 
science research.” – page 14, EGRA Final Assessment Report, 
Liberia 2010.

Overall Program Impact - what they wrote
The Egra team wrote: “ ... the full treatment group increased 
student achievement for every section of the EGRA, often 
with quite large impacts on student achievement. In fact, 
the overall EGRA Plus effect size was 0.79 standard devia-
tions, which is enormous in social science.” - page 13.

“Oral reading fluency was 238% of baseline, reading compre-
hension scores were 230% of what they were at baseline, and 
decoding fluency scores were 585% what they were at the base-
line assessment.” - page 6

“Children learned three years of schooling in one year” - pg 6

in 2008, Fantastic Phonics was asked to join a US Government pilot study in Africa. The purpose was 
to find the best reading program for the global EGRA program (Early Grade Reading Assessment). In 
Liberia alone, more than $75m has been invested in the research, the curriculum development and 
teacher training, and rollout to 2200 schools. Fantastic Phonics was chosen for that project.

Cost Savings
Today, in 2013, we are constantly in contact with teachers who 
have been using the program for almost 15 years. This support is 
extraordinary, and underscores its effectiveness.

Consider this: if your children are learning faster, then as a teach-
er, you are more effective. You are spending less time, particularly 
with your struggling readers, and that time saving is a direct cost 
saving to your school.

But more than anything, our concern is with the children. Using 
the program will give your children the reading skills they need.

Technology
Its not hard to be sceptical of video games and smartphone Apps 
which blur the child’s mind with movement and noise.

Fantastic Phonics is available in a low-cost print format, and this 
has achieved outstanding success. However, today’s children are 
immersed in video  and multimedia, and digital forms can create 
stronger engagement, and reduce cost.

Smartboards, smartphones. portable iPads and laptops provide 
broader opportunities for learning, and Fantastic Phonics has an 
ongoing development program to meet your different needs.



 Indigenous
 Effective, engaging, relevant 

An example - Driver Primary School, near Darwin
The literacy teacher wrote; “I am the Aboriginal Islander 
Education Worker at Driver Primary School.  We are an ur-
ban school with 129 Indigenous students. We have a large 
number of families coming in from remote communities 
which we need to cater for.  My experience working with In-
digenous students is that they are visual and audio learners.
 
I have already downloaded the Fantastic phonics books and 
have started using them with some of our Year 1 male stu-
dents who cannot read.  The students have responded well 
and feel really deadly that they can read the books.  They 
are sounding out extremely well.
 
I checked the videos that you have and love them as well.”

Healthy Living Series
Aboriginal Literacy Foundation also funded 4 printed books 
specifically for Indigenous children. The stories are “literacy 
learners”, set within Aboriginal communities, with a focus 
on family values and children’s fun.

in 2012, Fantastic Phonics joined with Aboriginal Literacy Foundation to provide the program to 263 
Australian schools with Indigenous children, free of charge. The response was tremendous, and we 
continue to offer the free access to schools who need the program for their Aboriginal children.



 Teaching
 with Fantastic Phonics 

What Teachers say
One NSW teacher said: “Using Early Reading with a class of students suffering from Autism and a Moderate to Severe 
Intellectual Disability.  Getting great engagement with 3 students now reading…one student has reached book 15 (Level 
1) in only 4 weeks. Amazing to hear ’non-verbal’ (or so I was informed earlier) students read with improving speech and 
articulation.”

“Very interested in your phonic reader program.  Have heard very good reviews about them and how they are easy for 
children that are having difficulties in this area. I am an AP in the infants department at a school in Lithgow NSW.”

“Hi, I am a Reading Recovery Teacher and I 
work with Koori children at Bairnsdale Pri-
mary School in Victoria. I have  have just 
found out about your program and tried the 
samples, and got amazing results first day. 
Please sign us on.”

“I teach ESL in a Brooklyn, NY public school 
with a high immigrant population represent-
ed by many countries and languages. My job 
is to not only teach them speaking, but also 
reading in English. I have tried the samples 
with the children and they have progressed 
rapidly, so I am very keen to continue. I have 
a smartboard, so this is perfect for me.”

“We have incorporated your program into 
our new MiniLit program in Victoria, and I 
must say, as a long term literacy teacher, I 
am impressed how effective they are. We 
have to cater for the needs of our students 
coming from a diverse background such as 
refugees from Somalia, low income families 
and students with special needs.”

Teachers have great things to say about Fantastic Phonics, because their children progress. They are 
literally ecstatic when their slower learners suddenly start “getting it”.

The Early Reader program is specifically designed to give a solid ability in decoding. Research shows 
this is where literacy starts, and that’s where we start. Its just the beginning.


